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EPA Comment #7: The SDEIS anticipates that pollutants will be discharged from mine site features,
travel via groundwater pathways and reach the Partridge River several years following the start of the
mining project. See SDEIS Table 5.2.2-26. However, as EPA has stated previously, the pollutants
originating from mine site features may discharge to jurisdictional wetlands and tributaries prior to
reaching the Partridge River. CWA Section 301 prohibits any point source discharge of pollutants to
waters of the United States, either directly or via directly connected ground water, unless the discharge
complies with a NPDES permit. Waters of the United States include jurisdictional wetlands and
tributaries. See 40 CFR 122.2.
Recommendation: The FEIS should reflect the fact that a NPDES permit is required before the
pollutants from the mine site reach waters of the U.S. (including jurisdictional wetlands and
tributaries). Statements in the SDEIS about when discharges will reach waters of the U.S. should be
revised, and these changes should be reflected in the FEl
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, path, this process is not incorporated into the GoldSim model
because it is considered spe ve and quantitatively uncertain. The EIS considers that permitting for
the NorthMet Project Proposed Action, if approved, would require monitoring that would likely include
water levels and water quality in groundwater and potentially affected waters of the U.S. The goal of
this monitoring is to anticipate or predict the potential for an NPDES discharge so that the NPDES
discharge can either be eliminated, or alternatively permitted with NPDES permit coverage prior to its
occurrence. See FEIS Section 5.2.2.3.6 for more information on groundwater and wetland monitoring
and possible future mitigations.

The FEIS will state that an NPDES permit would be required for any point source water discharge that
adds pollutants to waters of the U.S. The Final EIS correctly identifies the waters of the U.S.



